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STARTER LEVEL

Founding Editor: John Milne

The Macmillan Readers provide a choice of enjoyable reading 
materials for learners of English. The series is published at six lev-
els – Starter, Beginner, Elementary, Pre-intermediate, Intermediate 
and Upper.

Level Control
Information, structure and vocabulary are controlled to suit the
students’ ability at each level.

The number of words at each level:

Vocabulary
Some difficult words and phrases in this book are important for 
understanding the story. Some of these words are explained in the 
story, some are shown in the pictures, and others are marked with 
a number like this: …3. Words with a number are explained in the 
Glossary at the end of the book.

Starter about 300 basic words

Beginner about 600 basic words

Elementary about 1100 basic words

Pre-intermediate about 1400 basic words

Intermediate about 1600 basic words

Upper about 2200 basic words
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Picture Glossary

sea storm wave ship

beach bow arrow horse

temple tree mountain garden

emperor officer pocket egg
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It is 4th May, 1699. The Antelope is going to the Far East.

One night the sea is rough.

My name’s Lemuel Gulliver.
I’m a ship’s doctor. I like

travelling. I’m going to the
East Indies.

What’s wrong?

It’s a storm!

Help!

14730 Gulliver_Txt_p3 314730 Gulliver_Txt_p3   3 30/8/07 13:53:5230/8/07   13:53:52



4

There are a lot of waves. The ship and the other men disappear
under the water. Gulliver swims and swims.

Finally, Gulliver arrives at a beach. He cannot see any houses.
He is very tired and he goes to sleep.
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There is something on Gulliver’s hand.
It is moving up his arm.

What’s that?!

Where am I? What’s wrong?
I can’t move my arms! I can’t move my

legs! I can’t move my head!

Gulliver opens his eyes. He sees a very little man.

5
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Hello!

The man is about 15
centimetres tall. He
is looking at Gulliver.
Gulliver is very surprised.

Gulliver says ‘Hello’ to the little man.
The little man runs away!
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There are hundreds of little men. They have got bows and
arrows. They speak a strange language.

η  τ ι∞°℘ℑ

℘∝ℜ°τ ∂≈∝ 

ℜ°σ℘∝ 
ω℘° ι  

∞α℘ 
°ε σ≠≅3λον∞τ 

∂℘ℜο°

∝χ≠∞ εε 
ℜ℘γ°τ υπ ∂

ξοσε!

What are they saying?
I don’t understand.
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But the little men do not understand Gulliver. He moves his
hand up and down. Finally, his hand is free. He points to
his mouth.

Gulliver is very hungry. He is very thirsty too.

I’m hungry and
I’m thirsty!

I’m hungry and I’m
thirsty!
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Now the little men understand. They give Gulliver meat,
bread, fruit and milk. Gulliver is happy.
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Gulliver goes to sleep again. The little men take him to the
city. They need more than 1000 horses!

Gulliver wakes up. He is next to a
big temple. He cannot escape.
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Gulliver stands up. He can see a city, trees and mountains.
Everything is very small.

One day the emperor visits Gulliver. He speaks to Gulliver,
but Gulliver does not understand the emperor.
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The emperor sends ten clever teachers. They teach Gulliver 
their language. Gulliver learns very quickly. The country’s 
name is Lilliput. The language is called Lilliputian. Gulliver is 
very happy. Now he can talk to the little people.

Please, your majesty, can I go?
I want to be free!

One day Gulliver asks the emperor a question.
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This is a book.
But we don’t
understand
the words.

Fine. You can
free Gulliver.

This strange thing is
for his hair.

They tell the emperor what is in Gulliver’s pockets.

But the emperor is not sure.
‘Is Gulliver dangerous?’
he thinks. The emperor asks
some officers to look in
Gulliver’s pockets. Gulliver
helps the men. The officers
make a list of the things
they find.

This machine says
‘tick tock’.

We don‘t know
what this is.

13
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One day the emperor talks to Gulliver.

We need your help.
The people of Blefuscu
want to attack Lilliput.

It‘s a country. The people
of Blefuscu are bad.

Gulliver is free now. He visits the city. The children play
with him in the streets. Gulliver is very happy.

What‘s
Blefuscu?
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Gulliver helps the emperor.
He goes to Blefuscu and pulls its
ships to Lilliput.
Now Blefuscu cannot attack Lilliput.

Why do they want to
attack Lilliput?

Because we eat our
eggs like this and …

Oh! And is that
important?

Very important.

Really?

… they eat
their eggs
like that.
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So one day Gulliver leaves Lilliput. He goes to Blefuscu and
looks for new adventures there.

The emperor of Lilliput is very happy. But there are some bad
men in Lilliput. They want to kill Gulliver. ‘He is too big. He
eats too much,’ say the bad men.
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